
HOW TO DO EVERYTHING

HENRY C. LEE COLLEGE OF  
CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND FORENSIC SCIENCES



because they each held a mystery that needed to be solved. Our collective sense of fairness and justice demanded 

it and so we waited for someone to find something. That someone was Dr. Henry Lee, the father of modern day 

Forensic Science. Dr. Lee has revolutionized the blending of the physical sciences with criminology so that we 

now have ironclad avenues for answering monumental questions like whether someone is an unfortunate widower 

or a cold-blooded killer. At the University of New Haven, you can learn firsthand from Dr. Lee and hear how he 

approached a number of puzzling high-profile cases.

At UNH, you’ll get a chance to investigate crime scenes to find the details others can’t see. You’ll investigate  

actual cold cases where you can potentially shed light on cases that have gone unsolved for decades. And you’ll  

have the opportunity to accompany professors to national conferences to present new findings as well as learn  

about developments in the field as they happen. Like the firsthand instruction from Dr. Lee, the amount of practical 

experiences you’ll have here is unmatched by any other program in the country. You’ll leave here ready to solve. 

THESE CASES DOMINATED
EVERY MEDIA OUTLET IN THE COUNTRY AT ONE TIME

Dear prospective students  
and families,

Thank you for your interest  
in the Henry C. Lee College at 
the University of New Haven!  
I would like to personally 
invite you to visit our campus 
in West Haven, Connecticut. 
Come and see for yourself  
why we have earned an inter-
national reputation for excel-
lence in the fields of criminal 
justice, fire science, forensic 
science, legal studies, national 
security, and paramedicine. 

I joined the University of  
New Haven in 1975 and quickly found that UNH is a school that’s 
small enough for you to know everybody by their first name in 
a short period of time. It is also a university that’s big enough 
to give you incredible opportunities to learn, grow, and develop 
a career. Back when I started, I had two students and one lab. 

Today, we have over 1,000 students in our college and a number 
of technologically advanced facilities, such as our Forensic Technol-
ogy Lab, National Crime Scene Training & Technology Center, Cyber 
Crime Lab, Command Center, and Arson Investigation Lab. If you 
would like to learn a little bit about some of the famous cases that I 
worked on, please visit my website: www.DrHenryLee.com.

One of the things I am most proud of is our faculty. With  
over 500 years of combined field experience in forensic science, 
you will not find a more qualified group of educators anywhere. 
When I first came to UNH, I found it to be a place where I could 
be who I am. I also found it to be the perfect setting for a high-
quality learning environment. Today, I still feel the same about 
UNH and hope that you, too, will become part of this truly  
exceptional university. 

Sincerely,

Dr. Henry C. Lee 
Distinguished Professor of Forensic Science

A MESSAGE FROM DR. HENRY C. LEE
?

HOW DID

ALMOST GET AWAY WITH IT?
SCOTT PETERSON

RANSOM NOTE?

DID A MAN OR A WOMAN WRITE THE

JONBENET RAMSEY

WAS

REALLY GUILTY OF A DOUBLE HOMICIDE?
O.J. SIMPSON



DEAN’S MESSAGE 

Thank you for your interest in the Henry C. Lee 

College of Criminal Justice and Forensic Sciences 

at the University of New Haven! 

We have been providing advanced education 

in Criminal Justice and Forensic Sciences for 

nearly 60 years and have earned a national 

reputation as one of the best and most  

comprehensive providers of advanced  

education in Criminal Justice, Legal Studies, 

Forensic Science and Fire Science. Addition-

ally, the University has recently expanded 

the degree offerings in the college to include 

innovative new programs in National Security 

Studies, Paramedicine, and Forensic Com-

puter Investigation.

Thank you for taking the time to explore the 

Henry C. Lee College of Criminal Justice and 

Forensic Sciences. If you are considering 

enrolling in any of our programs, we invite you  

to contact our admissions office to schedule  

a visit to our campus and learn how the  

University of New Haven can be part of  

your future. 

Sincerely,

Mario Gaboury  

Dean, Henry C. Lee College

HENRY C. LEE COLLEGE OF  
CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND FORENSIC SCIENCES

Criminal Justice  
	 • Corrections 
	 • Crime Analysis 
	 • Forensic Psychology 
	 • International Justice  
		  & Security 
	 • Investigative Services 
	 • Juvenile & Family Justice 
	 • �Law Enforcement  

Administration
	 • �Victim Services  

Administration

Fire & Occupational Safety (AS) 

Fire Protection Engineering 

Fire Science  
	 • Fire Administration 
	 • Fire/Arson Investigation 
	 • Fire Science Technology

Forensic Science*  
	 • Biology 
	 • Chemistry

Legal Studies** 
	 • Dispute Resolution 
	 • Paralegal Studies 
	 • Public Affairs 

National Security Studies

Paramedicine†

Undecided  
	� (Criminal Justice  

& Forensic Science)

* FEPAC accredited 

** ABA approved

†CAAHEP Accredited

OUTSTANDING FACULTY

In order to become the best, you need to learn from the best – 

and that’s what UNH provides from the moment you step 

onto campus. The school prides itself on having world-class 

faculty with diverse backgrounds and years of expertise in 

their field. Our faculty have worked in the FBI and CIA, as 

well as state and local fire and police departments. They’ve 

seen and experienced it all – and then some – and are now 

focused on equipping future generations of students with  

the tools necessary to make our world a better, safer place.

Obviously, the very name of the college should tell you a  

little bit about our team of experts. It starts at the top with  

Dr. Henry C. Lee, one of the foremost experts in his field, who 

has worked some of the most high-profile cases including the 

O.J. Simpson murder trial, the JonBenét Ramsey case and the 

investigation of Scott Peterson. The leadership of the college 

continues to drive UNH in bold, new directions. Former FBI 

special agent, Dr. Bill Tafoya, heads our newest undergraduate 

major in National Security Studies, and our latest innovative 

offering is an undergraduate degree in Paramedicine. 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND  
FORENSIC SCIENCES AT UNH?
The Henry C. Lee College of Criminal Justice and Forensic  
Sciences has earned a national reputation as one of the best  
and most comprehensive providers of advanced education in 
highly-specialized and sought-after fields. UNH offers a wide  
variety of programs with top-notch facilities and faculty  
geared toward bringing out the best in every student.

OUTSTANDING FACILITIES

Learning from great minds is only one aspect of an  

education in the Henry C. Lee College of Criminal Justice 

and Forensic Sciences. You also need the facilities and 

practical tools to succeed. UNH prides itself as being a 

leader in experiential education, and nowhere is this  

more prevalent than in the Henry C. Lee College of  

Criminal Justice and Forensic Sciences. Students learn  

in state-of-the-art facilities that put you right in the  

thick of the investigation.

The new Henry C. Lee Institute of Forensic Science is in  

the heart of the UNH campus. This transformational build-

ing offers advanced forensic and crime-scene technologies 

not even found at most police agencies across the country. 

Our Fire Investigation Laboratory, which consists of three 

10-by-10 furnished rooms, allows Fire Science students to 

read burn patterns and determine a fire’s point of origin 

and cause. And of course, the Henry C. Lee College takes 

full advantage of UNH’s smart classroom technology all 

across campus. 

OUTSTANDING CAREERS

From the faculty to the facilities, to the clubs and organizations, 

UNH will give you everything you need to be successful in 

whatever career path you choose. You’ve already indicated 

that you’re interested in Investigating The Future, so we don’t 

expect you to take our word for it. We encourage you to do 

your homework, and you’ll see that UNH’s Henry C. Lee 

College of Criminal Justice and Forensic Sciences is the best 

fit for you. Schedule a campus visit to get a lay of the land, or 

attend a Charger Day to visit a class in session. Take the next 

step toward becoming the best in your field by contacting 

our admissions office today.

Why
Choose
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BEFORE TV SHOWS LIKE CSI AND LAW & ORDER. 
BEFORE 9/11. BEFORE OTHER UNIVERSITIES BEGAN 
JUMPING ON THE BANDWAGON. 

There was the Criminal Justice program at the University of New Haven, one of the first of its 

kind, leading the way in identifying better ways to make the world a safer place.

At UNH, you will not only know the answers, but you will have done it. In our National Crime 

Scene Training and Technology Center, professors stage puzzling crime scenes and then  

let you do your best to piece together the clues – because the tiniest fiber or slip in procedure 

could make the difference between the truth and injustice.

Need more proof that UNH is without a doubt the top university at which to study Criminal Justice? 

Just ask the thousands of UNH alums employed throughout the world in justice agencies like the  

FBI, CIA, DEA, NCIS, Secret Service, Homeland Security, Border Patrol, and ATF. 

LEARN FROM THE BEST IN ORDER TO BECOME THE BEST!

POPULAR AREAS OF STUDY
that students can earn a double major or minor in  
to help make them the most unique and qualified  
anywhere in the world:

UNIQUE AND INNOVATIVE COURSES
 Criminology

 White Collar Crime

 Computer Science

 Counterterrorism

 �Advanced Investigative 
Techniques

 Forensic Psychology

 �Principles of Criminal 
Investigation

 U.S. Foreign Policy

 International Relations

 �Criminal Procedures  
I and II

 �Introduction to  
Forensic Science

 Fire Investigation I

 Network Security

 Legal Psychology

 Crime Scene Investigation

 Criminal Law

 �Quantitative Applications 
in Criminal Justice

 Arabic 

 Accounting

 Computer Science

 Engineering

 Chinese

 Russian

 Physical Sciences

 Legal Studies

 Global Studies

 Finance

 Fire Science

 Psychology   

DID
 YO

U K
NOW

…

	� That UNH has offered a degree in Criminal Justice since the 1950s and today is 
the only university to offer eight separate bachelor’s degrees, five master’s degrees, 
and one Ph.D. in the field?

	� That UNH was the first university in the nation to offer coursework and a  
degree in National Security … Before 9/11?

	� That UNH was the first university in the Northeast to develop and implement  
a Text Messaging Alert system designed to enhance campus safety?

	� That UNH has Criminal Justice and National Security alums working at all  
16 federal agencies that conduct investigation?

THE FUTURE
INVESTIGATE
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CAN A COMPUTER TESTIFY AGAINST SOMEONE? 
YES. ESPECIALLY, IT’S OWNER.

For criminals, their computer can be their worst enemy, ratting them out with rock-solid, 

incontrovertible evidence of their crime or intent to commit. There’s a wealth of evidence 

just waiting to be discovered on computers, and there’s a growing body of specialists who 

know how to do the discovering.

The field of discovery runs from state-of-the-art, small-scale digital devices such as smart-

phones to huge hard drives containing thousands of gigabytes of data. The careers related to 

them — cyber forensics, cybersecurity, and wireless networking — start here, with different 

options that let you work this fascinating field into your education. The career outlook? The 

job market in this field is so strong that many of our students are receiving lucrative job 

offers even before finishing their degrees.

BRING IN YOUR 

HOW YOU CAN FIT CYBER FORENSICS INTO THE PICTURE: 

	 You can minor in National Security through the Henry C. Lee College and major in  

Computer Science or Information Technology — using your electives to focus on cybersecurity, 

cyber forensics, or wireless networking — through the Tagliatela College of Engineering.

	 You can double major in National Security and Computer Science or Information Technology.

	 You can enroll in an undergraduate certificate program, earning a Forensic Computer Investigation 

or Information Protection and Security certificate to complement your bachelor’s degree in Forensic 

Science, Criminal Justice, National Security, Computer Science, or Information Technology. 

UNH CYBER FORENSICS RESEARCH AND  
EDUCATION GROUP (UNHCFREG)
UNHcFREG houses a multidisciplinary team of students and world-renowned faculty that work 

on reconstructing digital evidence from digital devices, such as gaming devices like the Xbox One, 

mobile devices (iOS and Android phones) and hard drives. To learn more about the group’s activities 

and their continual scientific contributions, visit: cyberforensics.newhaven.edu

The University of New Haven is also the only college in the state of Connecticut that has a partnership 

with the Defense Cyber Crime Center. Through this partnership, UNH will advance the discipline of 

digital forensics and increase the number of qualified professionals to meet the needs of law enforce-

ment, counterintelligence, national defense, and legal communities. 

SURPRISE  
WITNESS 
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FIRE, LIKE ALL FORCES OF 
NATURE, HAS THE POWER TO  
DESTROY CATACLYSMICALLY. 

However, once you understand the scientific  

principles on which it operates, you can control this 

awesome force. In the University of New Haven’s 

Fire Science Program, you will study all facets of fire 

science, from the chemical reactions of combustible 

materials to the physical reactions of the heroes  

who fight it.

You’ll spend equal time in the classroom, the lab 

and the field witnessing the merciless destruction 

firsthand. And you’ll graduate with the knowledge, 

respect and confidence needed to do battle against 

such a formidable opponent.

ENEMY
KNOW YOUR UNIQUE AND INNOVATIVE  

COURSES IN FIRE SCIENCE AT UNH

INTERNSHIPS AND CAREERS

 Emergency Scene Operations

 Fire Investigation I and II

 Fire Detection and Control

 Fire Protection Law

 Municipal Fire Administration

 Emergency Incident Management

 Arson for Profit

 Fire and Casualty Insurance

 Crime Scene Investigation

 Fire Protection Hydraulics

 Criminal Procedure and Evidence

 Building Construction for Fire Protection

 Risk Management and Insurance

 Process and Transportation Hazards

 Institutional Budgeting and Planning

 Fire Protection Fluids and Systems

 Fire Protection Plan Review

 Fire Hazards Analysis

 Fire Protection Heat Transfer

 FDNY 

 FEMA

 Homeland Security

 Fire Marshals’ Offices

 Municipal Fire Departments

 Fire Investigation Units

 Engineering Firms

 Prosecutors’ Offices

 Police Departments

 Fire Academies 
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THE MYSTERY
UNCOVER

IMAGINE THAT YOU’RE  
A SUSPECTED MURDERER  
HUNDREDS OF YEARS AGO. 

The law has captured you, and they think you are guilty. The thing is, you’re innocent. But that’s  

the least of your problems — the law’s methods of determining your guilt are far worse. If you’re lucky, 

the law will torture you until you are forced to make a confession. Otherwise, you’d be thrown into a 

pond and if you sink, you’re guilty. Or you’d be dragged to the side of the victim, and if the corpse’s 

wounds bled, you’d be proclaimed guilty.

Thank goodness for modern forensic science, huh? And where should you learn these modern  

techniques? At the University of New Haven of course. Established by Dr. Henry C. Lee in 1975 as one 

of the nation’s original programs, the forensic science department at UNH today is largely recognized 

as one of the best in the world. In fact, it is one of only a select few to have earned full accreditation by 

the Forensic Science Education Programs Accreditation Commission (FEPAC) through the American 

Academy of Forensic Science (AAFS).

FORENSIC SCIENCE SPECIALTIES

FROM RANSOM NOTES TO DESIGNER SHOES
Legendary investigator and UNH faculty member Dr. Henry C. Lee is known for finding even  

the tiniest clue and has even solved a murder without a body. Over the past 40 years, Dr. Lee  

has assisted in the investigation of more than 8,000 cases, including war crimes in Bosnia and 

Croatia, and the suicide of President Clinton’s former white house attorney, Vincent Foster. He  

even matched DNA from President Clinton himself to a sample found on a blue dress worn by 

Monica Lewinsky in 1998. Dr. Lee continues to be the go-to expert for the toughest criminal cases. 

Thousands have bought his books and traveled the world to hear him speak. At UNH, you’ll  

learn his methods down to the tiniest detail, as only he would have it. 

 Forensic Medicine

 Criminalistics

 DNA Analysis

 Drug Analysis

 Forensic Chemistry

 �Imprint/Impression 
Evidence

 �Crime Scene  
Investigation	

 Forensic Entomology

 �Crime Scene  
Reconstruction

 Trace Analysis

 Firearms Examination

 Voice Analysis

 Forensic Serology

 �Questioned Document 
Examination

 Latent Fingerprints

 Forensic Anthropology

 Forensic Photography

 Forensic Pathology
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FROM PRINCIPLES ESTABLISHED  
IN THE U.S. CONSTITUTION 

to regulation of the food we eat, law permeates our society. 

With the globalization of the economy, law and regulation 

have become even more important to business than ever. 

New forms of dispute resolution are being developed in 

government, business, and industry as alternatives to  

the courtroom. As a result, legal policy will increasingly  

shape our future.

The University of New Haven’s Legal Studies program has 

been developed to prepare graduates to be part of that 

future – and to help shape it! Whether it’s mediating a 

court case or advocating for a victim, you can make a  

difference and learn from the best at one of the nation’s 

select few ABA (American Bar Association) approved 

undergraduate programs in the field of legal studies.

UNI
QUE

 FEA
TUR

ES 	� Concentrations available in Dispute Resolution, Paralegal Studies, and  
Public Affairs

	� Learn legal research and writing skills and intern in settings where you  
will engage in substantive legal work under the supervision of an attorney

	� Two-semester internship in which students can assist as second chair in  
a criminal trial, mediate cases for the Connecticut Housing Court, draft  
legal documents, or contact clients and witnesses

	� International track that allows students to pursue legal studies for a  
semester at one of four partnered universities in England, Scotland,  
Ireland, or Australia

	� Opportunity to easily double major in Criminal Justice, Business  
Management, Accounting, Political Science, Psychology, or Global Studies

	� Participate in the Legal Society and Mock Trial Team which promote an  
understanding of legal issues by bringing speakers and law school admission  
officers to campus, offering LSAT practice exams, and taking sponsored  
trips to law-related events throughout the Northeast

COURSEWORK IN LEGAL STUDIES AT UNH
.. Law and Policy

.. Legal Research  
and Writing

.. State and Local  
Government

.. �Legal Ethics and  
Professional  
Responsibility

.. Cyber Law

.. Criminal Law

.. Legal Investigation

.. Civil Procedure I

.. Civil Procedure II:  
Litigation

.. Public Policy Analysis

.. Constitutional Law

.. American Government 
and Politics

.. Administrative Law 

.. Judicial Behavior

.. Alternative Dispute  
Resolution

.. Family Law

.. Real Estate Law

.. Public Interest Groups 

JUDGE!
YOU BE THE
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THREATS FROM ABROAD NEVER TAKE A TIME-OUT. 
NEITHER DO OUR INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES.

Protecting the American way of life — one of both security and freedom — is a mission that calls 

for unceasing vigilance. For those who work in national security, that vigilance takes on global 

proportions as they relentlessly seek the source and location of the multitude of international 

threats to the country. 

We now offer a B.S. in National Security, in addition to our successful graduate program so that 

students can enter this profession sooner. Our program will develop your analytical skills for  

data mining, intelligence analysis, and incident mapping. You’ll become proficient in a foreign 

language such as Arabic, Chinese, or Russian. You’ll also see plenty of action, as our broad and 

deep contacts in U.S. security agencies will land you internships that bring the real world of  

intelligence out of the spy novels and films and into your day-to-day experiences.

CAREERS IN NATIONAL SECURITY:

UNIQUE AND INNOVATIVE COURSES
 �Introduction to National Security

 �Introduction to Criminal Justice

 National Security Law

 Intelligence Analysis

 Crime Mapping

 �Homeland Security and Terrorism

 Research Methods

 Foreign Languages

 �Problem Solving and Planning

 �Scientific Methods in Criminal Justice

 �Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)

 �Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA)

 �Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

 �National Security Agency (NSA)

 �U.S. Department of Defense (DOD)

 �U.S. Department of State (DOS)

 �State and Local Law Enforcement Agencies    

DID
 YO

U K
NOW

…

	� Because national security focuses on external threats to the country, the National 
Security Agency is part of the Department of Defense. Its mission is centered 
mainly on Signals Intelligence and Information Assurance operations. 

	� Our program prepares you to work as an Intelligence Analyst in national agencies 
such as the CIA, the FBI, the NSA, the Defense Intelligence Agency, the Department 
of State, and the Department of Defense. 

	�� Our faculty members spent years in the intelligence community — three are former 
FBI agents, two are former high-ranking CIA agents, one is a former Defense  
Intelligence Officer, and another, a former Director of the Counter-Terrorism  
Executive Directorate for the United Nations Security Council.

THE U.S.
SAFEGUARD
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WHAT HAPPENS IN THE HOSPITAL HAS  
EVERYTHING TO DO WITH WHAT HAPPENS  
ON THE WAY TO THE HOSPITAL.

The U.S. Department of Labor predicts a 23 percent increase in jobs for Emergency Medical  

Technicians (EMTs) and paramedics by 2022. Greater numbers of elderly and a rising incidence of 

accidents, natural disasters, and violence are expected to create many more medical emergencies. 

The EMT can provide basic emergency care and a trip to the hospital, but is there someone else? 

Someone who — when no physician is present — can bring a set of skills to the situation that might 

mean the difference between life and death? There is: the paramedic. That is why the University of 

New Haven is now offering a B.S. in paramedicine. Upon completion of this rigorous anatomy-and-

physiology-focused program, you will be eligible to sit for the National Registry Paramedic exam.

The healthcare system will require paramedics to have solid education, and tremendous job growth 

opportunities are being created with the introduction of mobile integrated healthcare (community 

paramedicine). In addition, there will be increased demand for firefighters and nurses who are also 

paramedics. This is where the University of New Haven is in a unique position to prepare students 

for the future of the healthcare workforce.

HEART BEATING.
KEEP A UN

IQU
E F

EAT
URE

S 	 Our paramedicine program is fully accredited by the Commission on the  
	 Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs (CAAHEP)

	 The paramedicine program is supported by the resources of Yale-New Haven  
	 Hospital and its campuses

	 Students in the program will take courses at the Yale University School of  
	 Medicine cadaver laboratory

	 We offer two academic tracks within paramedicine that will lead students to  
	 postgraduate study in Nursing and Physician Assistant programs

	 Students will back up their lecture and laboratory education with over 700 hours of 		
	 clinical experience and an extensive field internship that includes riding on ambulances 	
	 and fire-rescue in the greater New Haven area and rotations at Yale Hospital campuses

	 Students can minor in Fire Science or Criminal Justice and earn a certificate in  
	 Emergency Medical Services Administration along with their bachelor’s degree; this  
	 education will help to prepare a new type of first responder for the 21st century

PARAMEDICINE COURSES INCLUDE:
.. Anatomy and Physiology for  
Paramedicine I and II

.. Pharmacology for Emergency  
Medical Services

.. Pre-hospital Trauma Care

..Medical and Geriatric Emergency 
Medical Services

.. Cardiology I, II, and III

.. Psychiatric and Behavioral 
Emergencies for Paramedics

.. Toxicology for Paramedics

.. Obstetric and Gynecological  
Emergencies for Paramedics

.. Pediatric Emergencies for Paramedics

.. Environmental Emergencies  
for Paramedics

All programs exceed the requirements of the Department of Transportation National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s 
National Standard Curriculum as well as the objectives of the National Education Standard. They also include optional skills 
adopted by many states



HENRY C. LEE COLLEGE RECEIVES $850,000 
GRANT FOR STUDY OF VIOLENT GROUPS
The University of New Haven has received an 

$850,000 grant from the United States Naval 

Research Laboratory in Washington, D.C. for the 

expansion of the Institute for the Study of Violent 

Groups (ISVG). The institute analyzes open source 

information on the activities and associations of 

more than 1,500 terrorist groups worldwide and 

provides it to law enforcement and the military in an 

effort to combat crime and terrorism. This grant has 

enhanced the Henry C. Lee College’s reputation as 

one of the nation’s best for criminal justice, forensic 

science, and national security. 

Utilizing public information from newspapers, web 

sites, and government reports, researchers identify 

patterns and trends. They then provide thoroughly 

researched and sourced data on terrorist, extrem-

ist and transnational criminal organizations to 

various law enforcement and military organizations 

throughout the world. This grant is the latest in over 

$3 million brought to UNH to assist our students 

in the study and research of topics and disciplines 

seldom covered at other universities. 

Current projects include research on self-propelled 

semi-submersible vehicles used to traffic drugs 

and relationships between transnational gangs 

in South America and radical Jihadist organiza-

tions in the Middle East. In addition, the institute 

provides all of the data for the Department of 

Homeland Security’s Global Terrorism Database.

“We are the largest unclassified database in the 

United States,” says Dr. Daniel Mabrey, assistant 

professor of Criminal Justice and executive direc-

tor of the ISVG. “The grants have enabled us to 

acquire and deploy many leading data analysis 

tools currently used by federal law enforcement 

organizations. It gives our students hands-on 

experience with state-of-the-art technology and an 

advantage when trying to break into the govern-

ment or private sector job markets.”

“Very few colleges do what we do,” says Dr. Mario 

Gaboury, Dean of the Henry C. Lee College. 

“There is a growing need for law enforcement 

professionals with technology backgrounds, and 

we’re preparing students to fill that need.”

CENTERS FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
CENTER FOR ANALYTICS
Our new Center for Analytics, modeled after our Institute for the Study of Violent Groups (www.isvg.org), which 

focuses on terrorist groups, conducts threat analysis, airline safety, and crime analysis. We expect to continue expanding 

our work to develop research in the areas of emergency preparedness, emergency management, offender supervi-

sion in community corrections, and policing.

CENTER FOR ADVANCED POLICING
A new Center for Advanced Policing, which has already received U.S. Department of Justice funding, will bring leading 

police administrators and scholars to UNH for highly specialized training and research opportunities and will provide 

advanced and executive-level education to police administrators from New England and throughout the United States.

CENTER FOR CYBER SECURITY
Our National Security program, in cooperation with the Computer Science Department, is establishing a Center for 

Cyber Security. UNH has long been recognized as a leader in this area and currently offers a number of specialized 

programs in information protection and security, as well as computer forensics. The new Center builds on our long-

standing experience as one of the very first national security programs in the nation.

INSTITUTE OF LAW AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS
The Institute of Law and Public Affairs has been established to provide undergraduates with specific training in the 

areas of the paralegal profession and public affairs.  Students with an undergraduate major in any of the colleges of 

the University may attain paraprofessional standing in paralegal studies or public affairs by completing a minor in 

the Institute.  The term paraprofessional applies to those with special training in a professional field who do not yet 

possess the terminal degree normally required in the profession.  In many instances, paraprofessional standing is a 

step toward the accomplishment of the final degree.  Students also receive guidance from University of New Haven’s 

Distinguished Fellow in Public Service, former U.S. Congressman Christopher Shays.  

WH
AT’

S N
EW

?



FIRE INVESTIGATION LABORATORY

Likely the first fire science and arson investigation lab of its kind in an institute of 

higher education, the lab consists of three 10-by-10 furnished rooms, complete with 

walls, ceilings and fixtures, which can be wheeled out to an adjacent parking lot, 

prepped for burning, and set on fire. After each fire scene is extinguished, UNH Fire 

Science students are able to read its burn patterns and determine the point of origin 

and cause. Professors can safely create virtually any sort of fire — from chemical to 

electrical, accidental or arson. 

Fire investigation students enter a fire site in teams of three or four, take sample 

specimens, then photograph and create sketches of the scene. Once they go through 

the process of determining the origin and cause of a blaze, the students must collect 

evidence, conduct interviews and produce a written report — all standard operating 

procedures for even the most seasoned fire inspector.

FAC
ILIT

IES HENRY C. LEE INSTITUTE 
OF FORENSIC SCIENCE

The new Henry C. Lee Institute of  
Forensic Science, completed in fall 2010, 
offers advanced forensic and crime-scene 
technologies not even found at most  
police agencies across the country. 

Lee, his UNH colleagues, and national experts utilize this 

new technology to train law-enforcement officers as well as 

students in how to solve difficult and complex crimes. It also 

provides a resource for investigators to address crime-scene 

and forensic issues in real time. 

The Forensic Learning Center includes classrooms,  

laboratories and virtual crime-scene training modules to 

train police, lawyers, investigators and students in new  

concepts and practices in forensic investigation and physical 

evidence. It also includes sophisticated crime-scene equipment 

such as ground-penetrating radar for locating buried bodies 

and evidence, a high-intensity laser for bullet-trajectory 

reconstruction, portable instrumentation for analysis of 

chemical and biological matter, and a teleforensic satellite 

internet system. The teleforensic satellite system allows 

investigators to up-link via satellite to local, state and 

federal law enforcement, FEMA and other governmental 

agencies and then down-link time-sensitive information to  

a panel of forensic experts at the Forensic Learning Center 

and beyond. Experts such as crime-scene investigators,  

pathologists, psychologists, forensics engineers and  

computer-crime specialists use the advanced technology 

and state-of-the-art equipment to assist in crime solving.

 

The state-of-the-art facility features an interactive public-

learning center with hands-on forensic science exhibits, 

visual displays of historic cases, reconstructed crime scenes, 

classrooms and laboratories. The building also includes 

the Command Center, a forensic crisis management and 

investigation control room featuring cutting-edge technology 

that can be utilized by police agencies throughout the state 

of Connecticut and the nation.
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Michael Clark, M.A.  
Retired FBI Special Agent,  
White Collar Crime Expert

Mario Gaboury, Ph.D., J.D.  
Former Deputy Director,  
Office for Victims of Crime,  
U.S. Department of Justice

Howard Harris, Ph.D., J.D.  
Former NYC and Rochester  
Crime Lab Director

Peter Massey, M.S.  
Former Police Detective,  
Crime Scene Investigator

Fadia Narchet, Ph.D.  
Forensic Psychology Expert

Wayne Sandford, M.A.  
Former Deputy Commissioner  
of Emergency Management  
and Homeland Security,  
State of Connecticut

David Schroeder, Ph.D.  
Homicide Investigation Expert  

William Tafoya, Ph.D.  
Retired FBI Special Agent,  
National Security Expert

Bruce Varga, M.S.  
Former Fire Inspector for  
Milford, CT Fire Department,  
Past President of CT  
Fire Marshal’s Association

LEARN FROM THE BEST

ROBERT KEPPEL, PH.D.

As Associate Professor for Criminal Justice, Robert Keppel brings a wealth of experience and 

national acclaim to the UNH campus. Keppel was the Chief Investigator for the Washington 

State Attorney General’s office and worked on several high profile cases during his career,  

including those of Ted Bundy, the charismatic serial killer who held the country in a frightened 

thrall in the 1970s, and the notorious Green River Killer, who had been responsible for the 

deaths of at least 50 prostitutes and teenage runaways.

Ahead of his time, Keppel devised a computer program that narrowed 3,500 suspects to 25 that 

eventually led to Bundy. Dr. Keppel’s research interests focus on murder and its investigation. 

He has conducted studies on child abduction murders in the U.S., homicide solvability factors, 

and using computers to help solve violent crimes. 

“My whole life is consumed with how to investigate killers and how to catch them,” he said. “Writing 

and teaching is a way to help others investigate them. I teach the solvability of murder cases, how to 

study the killers, how successful investigations proceeded and how the killers were caught. I try to make 

students understand how cases are connected so they can use that to their advantage to catch the killer.”

MARTIN O’CONNOR, J.D.

An associate professor of fire science at UNH, O’Connor was selected as the university’s  

second Oskar Schindler Humanities Foundation Endowed Professor for 2010-12.  

O’Connor has had a significant role in developing the internship program at the  

Henry C. Lee College of Criminal Justice and Forensic Sciences and serves as UNH  

campus minister. During his three-year endowed professorship, O’Connor developed  

a special topics course and oversaw independent study projects with undergraduate  

and graduate students.

Prior to UNH, O’Connor served in several roles with the New Haven Fire Department 

including firefighter, fire lieutenant, commanding officer of the arson squad, director of 

planning and information, captain, battalion chief, and assistant chief for administration. 

He served as chief of the New Haven Fire Department from 1996 to 1998 and as  

secretary/treasurer of the New Haven Firefighters Union. 

VIRGINIA MAXWELL, D.PHIL.

Assistant Dean of the Henry C. Lee College and Associate Professor of Forensic Science, 

Maxwell’s research interests focus on chemical analysis in wildlife forensics and the use 

of instrumental techniques for the forensic examination of trace evidence. The Oxford-

educated Maxwell is also a former forensic scientist at the Connecticut State Police Forensic 

Laboratory, where she spent 15 years as an evidence examiner.

“Our biggest strength is that everyone on the faculty has been a practicing forensic scientist  

before coming here to teach or still works in the field. Any chemistry professor can tell you if  

a fiber is nylon, but we can tell you how significant it is in a criminal investigation.”

“�When I was approached to return to UNH, I did so 

because I wanted to impact students in Forensic Science.  

I wanted to move into the mentor phase of my career.  

I enjoy having the ability to take bright energetic students 

and create positive future leaders in the forensic field. We 

create leaders in the field of Forensic Science here at UNH. 

We have an excellent track record of playing a positive  

role in this development. UNH is the ivy league of  

Forensic Science education.” 
 

	 –Timothy Palmbach
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WHY DID YOU CHOOSE UNH?
When I was a freshman in high school, I joined 
my junior fire department. It was during that time 
that I realized this was definitely the career for me. 
I looked at a wide variety of schools and found that 
fire science was not always a popular major. But 
then I stepped onto the UNH campus for the first 
time and fell completely in love with the community 
atmosphere. After meeting with members of the 
Fire Science department, I realized there is definitely 
a unique group of faculty here, and they have a lot of 
experience in the field. 

WHAT WAS THE HARDEST PART ABOUT 
MAKING THE TRANSITION FROM HIGH  
SCHOOL TO COLLEGE? 
In high school, I was in class from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Going from a set schedule like that to being in 
class any time of the day in college was a bit of an 
adjustment for me. At UNH, I also learned I would 
have to do a lot of the work on my own in order to 
prepare for certain courses. At the same time, I felt 
as though working with other students in the Fire 
Science Living Learning Community (LLC) was 
incredibly beneficial.

WHAT IS THE GREATEST FEATURE OF UNH?
I feel that the size of the school is pretty unique. I 
looked at other schools that were larger and some 
that were smaller. UNH gives you all the advantages 
of a small class size but it is not so small that you 
know every person on campus. This created the per-
fect academic and social atmosphere for me!

WHAT EXTRACURRICULAR CLUBS AND  
ORGANIZATIONS ARE YOU INVOLVED IN?
I am currently Sergeant at Arms for the Fire Science 
Club and President of A-Team. I am a member of 
the EMS Club, Habitat for Humanity, and I am the 
Orientation Co-Chair. 

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS FOR THE FUTURE? 
I recently landed an internship for the position of 
Deputy Emergency Management Director for the town 
of Middlefield. My long-term career goals: I definitely 
want to be a career firefighter some day in a larger city. 
I’m torn between moving up to Chief Officer and work-
ing for FEMA after college. Coming to UNH opened 
my eyes to a wide variety of fire science careers.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE UNH TRADITION?

The Fire Science Banquet is definitely my favorite 
tradition. It’s not only for Fire Science majors but 
also focuses on celebrating the outgoing Fire Science 
Club Executive Board and allowing the new E-Board 
to take over for the next academic year. This is actu-
ally a cool tradition for the Fire Science Club because 
not many clubs on campus get to have their own 
banquet at the end of the year. 

WHAT DO YOU FEEL YOU ARE GETTING  
OUT OF YOUR MAJOR?
UNH excels in preparing us academically for some of 
the new and upcoming features in fire service. The Fire 
Science department also does a great job in showing 
us negative events of the past and educating us on how 
to prevent similar situations from occurring. In other 
words, the program is great at defining what my role 
could someday be in fire service. My degree trains me to 
take on a leadership position in fire science for the future. 

DO YOU HAVE ANY ADVICE  
FOR STUDENTS AND FAMILIES  
INTERESTED IN UNH?
Choose a college that makes you feel comfortable. 
But above all: Get involved. If you get involved you’re 
going to want to go to class and participate, and 
you’ll have things to look forward to at the end of the 
day when all of your academic work is done. You’ll 
not only make friends and learn from these clubs 
and organizations, but you’ll also have the opportu-
nity to become a leader.

ERIC ST. AMAND ’15

HOMETOWN
Middlefield, Connecticut

MAJOR
Fire Science Administration  
with a minor in Political Science

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE UNH?
I chose UNH because of its size. I didn’t want a college that 
was too big or too small, and I felt that UNH was a perfect 
fit for me because it is in between. I like walking around 
campus and seeing familiar faces, but I also meet someone 
new every day.

WHAT WAS THE HARDEST PART ABOUT 
MAKING THE TRANSITION FROM HIGH  
SCHOOL TO COLLEGE? 
The hardest part about my transition was managing my 
time. I was so used to waking up every morning for school, 
going to practices, and then doing homework. I always had 
something to do, but when I first arrived at UNH, I found 
that I had a lot of free time. I didn’t know what to do with 
myself, so I started to create my own schedule by joining 
clubs, going to the gym, and finding a job.

WHAT IS THE GREATEST FEATURE OF UNH?
I think one of the greatest features of UNH is that the  
majority of your professors have some sort of experience in 
the field that they are teaching. This is very helpful in the 
classroom because they are able to mix in real-life experi-
ences with the course material. The faculty and staff are also 
very helpful when it comes to finding internships or jobs 
because they are willing to point you in the right direction 
and prepare you for new opportunities.

WHAT EXTRACURRICULAR CLUBS AND  
ORGANIZATIONS ARE YOU INVOLVED IN?
I work part-time for the Office of Undergraduate Admis-
sions, and I participate in several rec sports like volleyball, 
soccer, and flag football.

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS FOR THE FUTURE? 
In the near future, I will be part of an immersive  
study abroad in Russia for nine months. I attended a Rus-
sian language camp this summer in preparation for the trip. 
Having proficiency in a language like Russian will greatly 
help my job prospects in the national security field. After 
graduation, I hope to extend my studies by attending gradu-
ate school, and I would love to intern with a government 
agency as an analyst, where I can apply the skills I have 
gained to my passion for government work.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE UNH TRADITION?

My favorite UNH tradition is Spring Weekend. It is an entire 
weekend dedicated to fun before finals. I feel that it is a well-
deserved break for students because they work so hard all 
year and are finally able to relax.. Every year, Spring Weekend 
has different musical performers, roller coaster rides, carni-
val games, food trucks, and more! It’s always exciting  
to see what different activities will happen every year.

WHAT DO YOU FEEL YOU ARE GETTING  
OUT OF YOUR MAJOR?
With Global Studies and National Security Studies 
combined, I feel like I know so much more about the world 
today — politically and economically. I am so much more 
aware of what is going on in the world, and I feel that the 
classes I have taken have helped me understand the world 
more than I expected.

DO YOU HAVE ANY ADVICE FOR STUDENTS  
AND FAMILIES INTERESTED IN UNH?
I recommend UNH because of its great opportunities for 
study abroad, experiential education, and working with  
highly experienced professors. UNH is great for creating  
connections not only with professors, but through clubs 
and organizations. You will learn that the people you meet 
here will become your best friends for life. UNH truly 
becomes your second home, and I wouldn’t trade it for  
any other college!

STEAVI SWINSON ’16

HOMETOWN
Pawtucket, Rhode Island

MAJORS
National Security Studies / Global Studies
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WHY DID YOU CHOOSE UNH?
When I came to campus for an information session 
and tour, I really liked how everything looked. It’s a 
smaller campus, so I knew I could conveniently walk 
everywhere I needed to go, and I didn’t need a car to 
function. Aside from the size, the entire campus and 
Forensic Science program was incredibly appealing. 

WHAT WAS THE HARDEST PART ABOUT 
MAKING THE TRANSITION FROM HIGH  
SCHOOL TO COLLEGE? 
The hardest part about transitioning for me was 
that I never really had to study in high school. But 
after my first exam at UNH, I realized I should give 
much more attention to studying. Spending time in 
the library, using the Center for Learning Resources, 
and having a strict study schedule became impera-
tive to my academic success. 

WHAT IS THE GREATEST FEATURE OF UNH?
What I love about UNH is again the size. As a smaller 
campus, I got to know a lot more faces on campus than 
I could have ever imagined as a new student. We also 
have over 150 Recognized Student Organizations, so 
there is always something for everyone to do. If there 
isn’t a club or organization of interest that doesn’t exist 

on campus, the process is fairly simple and the Office 
of Student Activities is very helpful with that procedure. 
The extracurricular opportunities for the students of 
UNH are a huge factor in the hands-on experiences  
we can have, and easily one of the best features of  
the University. 

WHAT EXTRACURRICULAR CLUBS AND  
ORGANIZATIONS ARE YOU INVOLVED IN?
I am the Technology Committee Head for the Stu-
dent Committee of Programming Events (SCOPE), a 
Senator for the Undergraduate Student Government 
Association, the Class of 2015 Treasurer, and an 
active brother of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity. 

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS FOR THE FUTURE? 
I would enjoy working as a Lab Technician in the 
Forensics Field, and I hope to thoroughly love wherever 
my career takes me. However, after being so involved 
on campus, I have considered attending graduate school 
for higher education with the possibility of pursuing a 
career in Student Activities. 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE UNH TRADITION?

My favorite UNH tradition is definitely Spring Week-
end. It is a mix of three very large events. For the Spring 
Concert, SCOPE brings in some large-named artists. 
In the past, we’ve had Krewella, Meek Mill, Ludacris, 
and Hot Chelle Rae. During the weekend there is also 
a comedian who performs, and we actually had Loni 
Love last year. And then the Saturday of every Spring 
Weekend is the Spring Carnival. There’s a bunch of 
food trucks and carnival rides; it’s just a great way for 
everyone on campus to come together and have fun. 

WHAT DO YOU FEEL YOU ARE GETTING  
OUT OF YOUR MAJOR?
I feel like I’m getting a lot of great opportunities 
to further my fascination and appreciation for the 
Forensic Science field. For example, I had the chance 
to study abroad in Italy at the University of Verona in 
their medical center. We worked with their Ph.D stu-
dents while studying toxicology and pathology. It was 
an amazing experience because I was able to see the 
difference between the American legal system and the 
Italian legal system, while experiencing a new culture. 
I was able to gain an understanding of the different 
perspectives on the forensics field.

DO YOU HAVE ANY ADVICE FOR STUDENTS 
AND FAMILIES INTERESTED IN UNH?
My biggest advice is to get involved. I know some people 
who transferred from their university because they 
weren’t involved and just sat in their room and went 
to class. Being involved will increase your friendships 
on campus, encourage academic excellence, and build 
leadership skills. Get involved!

TREVOR MCDEWELL ’15

HOMETOWN
Goshen, NY

MAJORS
Forensic Science — Biology

STACEY DUBOIS ’06

B.S. Criminal Justice –  
Investigative Services

B.S. Fire Science – Arson Investigation 

“If it wasn’t for the quality education 
I received at the University of New 
Haven, I would not be in the posi-
tion I am today!”

I arrived at the University of New Haven in the fall of 
2002. While I was at UNH, I completed a double major 
in Criminal Justice — Investigative Services and Fire Sci-
ence — Arson Investigation. I landed two internships in 
my junior year with the New Hampshire State Fire Mar-
shal’s Office during the summer and the New Haven 
Arson Squad during the school year. While on campus, I 
enjoyed the many activities and clubs that were offered. I 
was a member of the Society of Success and Leadership, 
The Criminal Justice Club, and Delta Epsilon Beta. 

Thanks to my UNH degrees and the experience I 
was able to gain while there, I landed a job as a Fire 
Investigator with the New Hampshire State Fire Mar-
shal’s Office shortly after graduation. It is the goal of 
the Office of the State Fire Marshal to prevent deaths, 
injury and property loss by promoting a safe fire, 
building and hazardous materials environment for the 
citizens and visitors of New Hampshire through edu-

cation, engineering, investigation and enforcement.

HOW DID UNH PREPARE YOU FOR LIFE 
AFTER COLLEGE?

The University of New Haven was instrumental in 
preparing me for life after college. The classes provide 
hands-on opportunities and are based on real world 
application. These courses provided me access to fire 
scene investigations, mock crime scenes, industry 
resources and much more. The University of New 
Haven eases you into the real world while you are there. 
If you make the most of what they offer, there will be 
no question that you are ready for life after college.

Thanks to those hands-on classes and support in gain-
ing multiple internships, I felt extremely prepared for 
my transition from college to the workplace. Thanks to 
UNH, I was able to have several “workplace” experi-
ences while I was still in college.

If it wasn’t for the quality education I received at the Uni-
versity of New Haven, I would not be in the position I am 
today. If you are interested in a public safety career, my 
only advice to prospective students and parents is that 
you will NEVER regret choosing the University of New 
Haven. Over the last few years, I have met many people 
in the public safety sector and they have all heard about 
the University. An education from UNH is a perfect 
first impression. They have mastered the combination 
of a well known, quality education and an unforgettable 

college experience. 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY ABOUT 
YOUR TIME AT UNH? 

I have so many memories from my time at UNH that it 
would be difficult to single out a select few. There are 
so many activities at your fingertips while on campus. 
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Most of my favorite memories come from attending 
those activities. You meet so many great friends and 
experience many new things.

I wouldn’t change anything about my experience 
at UNH. There is always more to do, but I think I 
found the ideal balance between my education and 
the college experience.

WHY UNH?

I chose the University of New Haven for a couple of 
reasons. First, the quality of education they offered 
for the majors I was interested in was untouch-
able anywhere else in the Northeast. The location 
was also appealing to me. I had lived in rural New 
Hampshire my whole life and was looking for a little 
time in the city. The close knit community on cam-
pus was apparent from my first visit. I couldn’t have 
pictured a better fit for myself anywhere else.
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LES TYLER SALOVIN ’11

B.S. Forensic Science

“I knew UNH was the perfect fit  
for me because the campus had  
the perfect small town home that  
I was used to.”

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE TO ATTEND UNH?
Upon graduation from Monticello High School, I knew 
that I wanted to pursue a degree in the sciences and 
enter into a field where you could apply that knowledge 
to better the lives of others. It was then that I knew 
Forensic Science was the degree that would be the best 
suited for me, due to the widespread exposure to all of 
the basic sciences. With my focus on forensic science, I 
found myself applying to the University of New Haven, 
and I knew it was the perfect it for me because the 
campus had the perfect small town home that I was 
used to and a renowned Forensic Science program.

WHAT ARE YOU DOING TODAY? WHAT 
CAREER GOALS DO YOU HAVE?
Currently, I am in my third year of pursuing a doc-
toral degree in pharmacy at Temple University with 
the goal of becoming a Clinical Hospital Pharmacist. 
Upon completing my PharmD degree, I will apply for 
a one year pharmacy residency in a hospital. It is my 
hope to then continue my career as a pharmacist with 
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. 

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE  
MEMORIES ABOUT YOUR TIME AT UNH?
When I think back to my favorite memories from UNH, 
they all seem to surround my time as a freshman in the 
Forensic Science LLC (Living Learning Community) and 
my time serving as a Resident Assistant (RA). While I was 
living in the Forensic Science LLC, we were more than just 
roommates and floor mates, we became a family. To this 
day the people that I lived with are still some of my closest 
friends. Living so closely with people who understood what 
your course load was like and knew the material when you 
needed to ask for help made for a great start to my UNH 
experience. Of course it was not all work and we had to 
have some fun. I can remember back when my friends and 
I would have movie nights or the time during finals week 
when we needed to blow off some steam and we decided 
to take on “The Endless Set List” challenge on Rock Band. 
It was sad entering into our sophomore year when we all 
lived in different residence halls, but we always made an 
effort to have lunch or dinner together.

It was because of my experience in the Forensic Science 
LLC, that I decided that I wanted to become a Resident 
Assistant. I wished to create that same environment that I 
had my freshman year through mentorship and exciting 
programming. I was fortunate enough to have freshman 
residents for all three years that I was a RA and it was excit-
ing for me to look on Facebook this year to see pictures of 
my last group of students all grown up and graduating from 
UNH. I think back on all the people I had met at UNH and 
all I can do is smile. All the great mentors I had, and the 
mentees that looked up to me made UNH one of the best 
experiences of my life.

WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR  
PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS AND FAMILIES?
The best way to get the most out of your UNH experience is 
to get involved and take advantage of all the opportunities 
you have afforded to you. By getting involved you will take 
ownership of your time at UNH, and place a greater value 
on that time. UNH offers an astounding amount of events 
and programs for FREE, and all you have to do is step 
outside your room. Getting involved in events on campus is 
the fastest and easiest way to meet people and make friends. 
I feel like this idea will be reiterated time and again, but 
that is because it really is true. 

For the parents and family members, encourage your stu-
dents to get the most out of UNH that they possibly can by 
attending programs and social events. College is a time for 
growth and exploration, to interact with people from vari-
ous backgrounds and stepping outside your comfort zone. 
For most students this will be the first time they are away 
from home for a prolonged period of time. With that being 
said, the best advice I can give for the family members is 
to let your student have their own college experience and 
let them know that if they ever need anything that you will 
always be there for them. This allows for students to forge 

WHAT DID YOU MAJOR IN, WHAT ARE YOU 
CURRENTLY DOING, AND HOW DID YOU  
GET THERE? 

After graduating from UNH in 2007 with a B.S. in Crimi-

nal Justice  — Investigative Services, I moved back home to 

Cleveland, Ohio and began working for a private company 

as a background investigator. I was happy to be employed 

so soon after graduation, but I wasn’t ready to give up my 

dream of working criminal cases. After numerous appli-

cations and job interviews, I accepted an offer from the 

Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement, Homeland Security Investigations 

(HSI). I have been employed by HSI as a Special Agent 

since 2010 and have worked on a variety of criminal cases. 

I am very fortunate to be where I am, doing what I love. 

UNH definitely prepared me for success in my chosen field. 

HOW DID UNH PREPARE YOU FOR  
LIFE AFTER COLLEGE?

UNH offers students an intimate learning environment —  

one in which the professor has the time and resources to 

dedicate to each individual student. This not only helped 

me succeed academically but also gave me the opportu-

nity to network with individuals at the top of their profes-

sional field. Also, the required Criminal Justice internship 

forced me to put my classroom knowledge to work and 

immerse myself in the criminal justice field. It helped 

me figure out what I wanted to do after graduation. Most 

of my courses required lengthy research papers and essays. 

Semester after semester, I developed my writing  

skills, which has made a significant impact on my report 

writing skills on the job.

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE  
MEMORIES ABOUT YOUR TIME AT UNH?

I always enjoyed coming back to campus after long  

weekends away because of the close friendships I had 

formed. There was always a familiar face in class or  

on campus, which made it feel so much like home. My 

favorite memories come from nights out with friends  

and roommates in downtown New Haven, exploring  

local shops and restaurants. Having access to the beach, 

New York City, and other East-Coast landmarks was more 

than I could ask for as an out-of-state student.

WHAT WOULD YOU CHANGE ABOUT  
YOUR EXPERIENCE AT UNH, IF ANYTHING?

My only regret is that I did not get involved soon enough. 

It took me several semesters to get out and sign up for 

various clubs and organizations on campus, so I missed 

several opportunities to meet new people and experience 

new things. 

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO  
PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS AND THEIR FAMILIES?

Take a chance and dream big! UNH will more than prepare  

you academically, professionally, and personally for life 

after college. I wouldn’t be where I am today without my 

experiences at the University of New Haven.

TAMARA SOPKA ’07

B.S. Criminal Justice — Investigative Services  

“UNH offers students an intimate learn-
ing environment — one in which the 
professor has the time and resources to 
dedicate to each individual student.”
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